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Fl'llitj'ufiiin the
affliction

We often get notifications in our
Google Photos application to look at
photos taken several years ago .

As we open those photos, it is so
interesting to see either the slimmer
or healthier version of ourselves or
many other memories down the lane.
For instance, if we stroll back to that
particular moment and see how far
we have come to our present state,
we will see many things to be
thankful for and many lessons
learned along the way . In the same
way, as we look into the lives of
saints in the Bible, we see how their
life journey was . We see Joseph in
the pit, and Joseph in the palace . We
see Abraham having no son to being

Rini Bejoy

@lople emr@ 26

the father of many nations . We see
David progress from shepherd to
being king of Israel. We see Hannah
being barren and Hannah being the
mother of the prophet. We see Paul
the persecutor become Paul the
apostle and many more incredible
life journeys. As we ponder over the
life journeys of these Biblical figures,
we see every phase of their lives was
a stepping stone to the fulfilment of
the purpose of God. Every trial and
temptation they faced was intended
to accomplish God's plan for them .

Be fruitful in the land
of affliction

Let's look at Joseph's life where
his second son was born.

And the name of the second he
called Ephraim: "For God has caused
me to be fruitful in the land of my
affliction" (Genesis 41:52)

Who could better understand the
affliction than Joseph? When you see
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the above verse in various
translations, you will see affliction
as "land of my sorrow, land where
I've been treated harshly, land ofmy
misfortune, land of my trouble, land
of my humiliation, land of my
suffering". That itself summarizes
Joseph's affliction!

A lad of 17 years old, favored by
his father but betrayed by his own
brothers. Away from his home , he
toiled and lived in a foreign land as
a slave and prisoner. He was
betrayed, forgotten, rejected,
humiliated, falsely accused, and so
on. But in the midst of all his
afflictions, God made him fruitful.

And the blessings of Jacob confirm
this.

"Joseph is a fruitful bough, a
fruitful bough by a well; His branches
run over the wall. The archers
havebitterly grieved him, shot at him
and hated him. But his bow remained
in strength, and the arms of his hands
were made strong by the hands of
the Mighty God of Jacob" (Genesis
49:22-25)

How to be fruitful?

1. Know God

Whenever Joseph spoke , he spoke
of God.

"How then can I do this great
wickedness and sin against
God?" (Genesis 39:9) And they said
to him, "Does not interpretation
belong to God?" (Genesis 40:8) So
Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying,
"It is not in me; God will give
Pharaoh an answer of peace" (Genesis
41:16)

Joseph had known God in a very
intimate and experiential way. His

knowledge of God helped him to be
fruitful and faithful. He was certain
that God was who He claimed to be!!
Many a time, the reason for our
unfruitfulness is that we doubt God's
word and His promises.

If we trust that God is good and
that what He plans for us is indeed
good, then we will be able to be
fruitftul no matter what our
circumstances are.

2. Live God - God seen in
our life

And his master saw that the Lord
was with him and that the Lord made
all he did prosper in his hand.
(Genesis 39:3) The keeper of the
prison did not look into anything
that was under Joseph’s authority
because the Lord was with him; and
whatever he did, the Lord made it
prosper. (Genesis 39:23) And Pharaoh
said to his servants, "Can we find
such a one as this, a man in whom
is the Spirit of God?" (Genesis 41:38)

Yes, wherever Joseph was , God
was seen in his life. A question to
ponder: When others observe us,
whom do they see? Is God seen in
our lives? Do they see the darkness
of the pit or the confinement,
loneliness of the prison , or do they
see a man in whom is the Spirit of
God?

The experience of being in a pit
or prison is indeed not a desirable
experience. But if God allows it , we
need to be submissive to His will.
We tend to run away from our
troubles. We pray to be delivered
from it. Sometimes we pray we might
not even enter into it. But if the Lord
wills it , we should accept His will
and allow God to make us fruitful
in the midst of it.
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Fruitful in the

affliction

Joseph knew that whether it was
a pit, prison, or palace , God's
presence would take him through.
His mercy and favor prospered him
where he was. He believed so firmly
that God could turn out all the events
of his life for his ultimate good. His
father&#39;s favoritism, his brother's
hatred, Potiphar's wife's wicked
intention, the ungrateful prison mates,
nothing could thwart God's good
plan for him. When he looked back
into his life, he would have realized
how beautifully everything fell into
its own place. How beautifully God
has woven his inspiring life story,
which has touched and encouraged
millions of lives. All his trials and
afflictions were worth it as they
yielded the fruit which God desired
from him.

If you are a child of God who
lives according to His will , then
nothing in your life is a surprise to
Him.

Every season, every phase,
whether pit, prison, or palace, is
planned by God for your ultimate
good.

Whatever circumstances Joseph
was placed in, he trusted God and
His word, and everything he did was
for the glory of God. He worked as
if he worked for God, whether it was
at Potiphar's house, the prison, or
the palace. None of his circumstances
made him doubt the faithfulness of
God. He remained fruitful in the
midst of affliction. Joseph remained
faithful to his God, who remained
faithful to His promises!

29

MQlotNI@ - AWlao6enI@ 2022



KRISTHEEYA SODARI  \oveuser  veceveer 2022

MALAYALAM Qv
CHRISTIAN
DEVOTIONAL
SONG

Click on the image to watch our new song with the
message of Christmas
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"Whoever serves me must follow me;
and where | am, my servant also will
be. My Father will honor the one who
serves me" (John:12:26)
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