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alOWIMMY" (RIIBEIMY:12:4,5)

"And | say unto you my friends, Be not

afraid of them that kill the body, and after

that have no more that they can do. But |

will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear
him, which after he hath killed hath power
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to cast into hell; yea, | say unto you, Fear
him" (Luke:12:4,5)
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“We are one in the Spirit

We are one in the Lord

And we pray that all unity
May one day be restored

And they’ll know we are
Christians by our love, by our
love”

We are familiar to the tune of this
traditional hymn about the church.
In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul lays down
a beautiful analogy of the body as a
fitting description of the Church.
God has designed the church in such
a way that all believers should
complement one another. For this,
we need to go back to the cardinal
doctrine of the New Testament that
we so often overlook - LOVE!

Loving one another is at the heart
of Christian living. This love
emanates from God Himself. We
are capable of loving because He first
loved us (1 John 4:19). The mark of
a true disciple is love. John 13:35 -
“By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”

‘Love’ in the Bible is not merely
an emotion or an overwhelming
feeling. It is “Agape’ - a total

commitment to the ultimate wellbeing

of another. It is sacrificial,
unconditional and not tied on
expectations. As Christians we can
do much for each other on the
foundation of love.

Accept one another (Romans
15:7)

We are to accept every member
just as Christ accepted us. It's not
always easy to receive another the
way they are. But when we fully
realise that we came to the foot of
the cross wretched, weak and helpless
- ‘Just as I am’ - it makes it easier to
accept one another despite
differences, weaknesses and failures.
In doing so, we bring glory to God
(15:7b).

Forgive one another
(Ephesians 4:32)

Often easily said than done, to
forgive one another is a core Christian
virtue because that’s what Christ
taught, demonstrated and continues
to offer us despite our sins. We
become capable of forgiving another
because of the great experience of
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forgiveness we have received from
God. Forgiveness harbours no desire
to retaliate. What Christ has done
for us we are to do for others
(Colossians 3:13). That's the biblical
mandate.

Be kind and compassionate
to one another (Ephesians
4:32)

Each one may have a story and
a struggle we don’t know much
about. Therefore, we need to be
tender hearted, empathetic and
understanding. It also means to have
an unselfish and affectionate concern
for the welfare of others.

Admonish one another
(Colossians 3:16)

Used eight times by Paul in his
epistles, admonishment banks on a
genuine knowledge of God’s Word.
As Dbelievers we can instruct and
advice each other in love (Romans
15:14). We ought to share spiritual
guidance and wisdom to one another.
It also means to warn, correct and
direct. We all need this practical
godly counsel from time to time.

Encourage one another (1
Thessalonians 5:11)

We all seek to hear kind and
uplifting words. Encourage one
another in the Lord with our actions
and words. Our words should not
be such that inflict hurt on another
but that which build up and edify.
Instead of being quick to judge, let
us seek to encourage. Truth should
be spoken, wrapped in love. Our
meeting together as a church should
bring encouragement to one another
(Hebrews 10:25).

22

Carry one another’s burdens
(Galatians 6:2)

As fellow travellers in the journey
of life, we are called to share each
other’s loads. In seasons of sorrow,
pain and trials we are to assist one
another to make our journey easier
and burdens lighter. We need to
extend physical, mental and moral
support to the other members of the
body of Christ.

Devoted to one another in
brotherly love (Romans
12:10)

The Greek word ‘fondly
affectionate” used here to show family
affection seems appropriate in the
context of the church as we are all
brothers and sisters in Christ.
Genuine relationships develop in the
church when we devote ourselves
to sincere brotherly love (1 Peter 1:22).

Honour one another
(Romans 12:10)

It calls us to outdo one another
in showing honour. As Christians,
we are to take the initiative to regard
another in higher esteem than
anticipate receiving it first. We should
prefer to see others honoured rather
than ourselves. The humility of Christ
is before us to emulate as we seek to
place the interest of others above
ourselves (Phil. 2:3-8).

Offer hospitality to one
another (1 Peter 4:9)

A great means to demonstrate
Christian love is to open our homes.
We have many examples in the Bible
to follow. Those who do it joyfully
and ungrudgingly will receive a
worthy commendation from the

@l emIRE!



Lord.

Live in peace with each
other (1 Thessalonians 5:13)

“The number one problem among
Christians everywhere is the problem
of getting along with each other”,
states William MacDonald. Instead
of causing divisions or strife, we need
to set our hearts on being at peace
with our fellow believers. “If it is
possible, as much as depends on you,
live peaceably with all men” (Romans
12:18). The maintenance of mutual
harmony is to be especially guarded.
Be peacemakers instead of problem
makers.

Greet each other (Romans
16:16)

Giving a tight handshake, a pat
on the shoulder and a soothing smile
won't cost much. We are often
reluctant to do so. In the early church
they greeted one another with a holy
kiss as a sign of love and acceptance.
Choose the culturally appropriate
means of showing brotherhood. Take
the physical, familial expression of
endearment and use it in a way that
is holy to express our love for one
another.

Serve one another (Galatians
5:13)

Paul clearly states here that our
true freedom in Christ should not be
used to satisfy our flesh but to serve
one another in love. It is to act as a
bond servant toward a fellow
believer. Serving requires humility.
It is not easy. But Jesus Himself is
our model.

Spur one another to good
deeds (Hebrews 10:24)

We are called to manifest our love
in good deeds. We need to push one
another towards it. Not doing good
is a sin (James 4:17). So, stir up; fan
aflame the fire of good works.

Pray for each other (James
5:16)

Greatest investment we can make
in another person’s life is when we
pray with them and for them. We all
stand amidst a plethora of needs-
physical and spiritual. Our prayers
make grace abound and lifts another
up. We need to devote ourselves to
prayer even more as the end is nigh.

Care for one another (1
Corinthians 12:25)

We should have genuine care and
concern for the well-being of all the
members. This mutual care prevents
schism in the church.

Comfort others (2
Corinthians 1:4)

We are comforted by the Lord in
our afflictions not to be comfortable,
but to be comforters. We can offer
comfort to those who are suffering
or grieving by imparting words from
the scripture, being with them in
prayer and very importantly,
consoling them with our presence.

Remember, in everything our
standard is not what others do for
us. But what Christ has modelled
before me to follow. He desires that
I walk in His footsteps - to love, serve,
give, care, forgive and accept, just
the way He did. He indeed laid down
a golden rule when He said: "Do unto
others as you would have them do
unto you" (Luke 6:31). That’s what
love does!
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